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Questions 
 

1. What guided the Brown Family? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What does John Brown giving his son the whip tell us about John Brown. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Why does John Brown go to Kansas? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. How do the failures in Brown’s life effect his attitude toward the fight against slavery? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What was the effect of the massacre at Patowatomee creek? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Fredrick Douglas sympathized with John Brown, Why did Douglas refuse to help Brown 
at Harpers Ferry? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Why did the raid on Harpers Ferry not go as John Brown planned? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Short Essay 

 
During his trial, John Brown stated if he had been intervening on behalf of the rich he would be 
called a hero, but because he acted to help the poor, he was put on trial and would be hung.  
Write a paragraph below telling if you agree or disagree with Brown’s statement and why.  
(Must include topic sentence, 3 supporting sentences, and a conclusion sentence.) 
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